THE FAMILY QUARREL
foreigners. ... As far as he was concerned he had no cause
to complain; he was amply provided for in the post he held
under his Majesty; but in duty bound he felt obliged to lay
before him what he ought to know, because he could not other-
wise be apprized of means to remedy the disasters that might be
the result of such unpopular conduct.1
Perhaps he did not express himself so elegantly; but this was
the gist of it. He may, indeed, have said more. The King
indignantly turned his back upon him.
William was accustomed, as the records show, to tolerate
very plain speaking from the English notables. They wrote
him long lectures on his political mistakes. The Whigs
clamoured incessantly for all the offices because they had
never abandoned their principles, and the Tories because they
had abandoned them all and much regretted it. William's
relations with Marlborough, though strained, were not
broken by mere words. When the commands for the next
year's campaign were being decided, he designed to take him
to Flanders as Lieutenant-General attached to his own person.
Marlborough demurred to this undefined position. He did
not wish to be carried round Flanders as a mere adviser,
offering counsel that was not taken, and bearing responsibility
for the failures that ensued. He craved leave to remain at
home, unless he was required at least to command the British
troops, as in the past year. But the King had offered them
to Ginkel, and afterwards bestowed them, with lamentable
results, upon Count Solms.
Meanwhile Marlborough began indirectly to stir the House
of Commons for an address to the Crown on the subject of
the Employment of Foreigners, and he proposed himself to
move a similar motion in the House of Lords. Widespread
support was forthcoming, It even appeared likely that the
motion would be carried by majorities in both Houses. The
King saw himself about to be requested to dismiss his Dutch
followers and favourites from all English offices, and to send
back to Holland the five thousand Dutch guards upon whom
he relied as his ultimate security. This was unmistakably a
1 The Uvesoftbe Two Illustrious Gwnz/r, p. 31.
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